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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Hill Leader Validation

Notes for Candidates and Assessors

This document contains all of the information needed to progress through Warwickshire County Council’s D of E Leader Validation process.  It is designed to provide support for all those involved in the scheme rather than prescribe specific techniques. There are several manuals available, which illustrate a range of personal and leadership techniques (see page 4).  These notes will help you understand what is required at assessment under the new guidelines effective from 2010.  

Requirements of the scheme

· All candidates must attend and successfully complete the below 600m course before progressing to above 600m. BEL Award holders are considered as having completed the -600m course.

· After successful completion of the below 600m it is expected that candidates allow a minimum consolidation period of at least 6 months before progressing to above 600m.

· No direct entry to above 600m will be accepted.

· Those persons who have already entered onto the scheme will be allowed to revalidate at their current ‘level’ subject to First Aid requirements (see below).

· Each course will be two day training and assessment.  Day 1 will be training and input from the instructor/assessor.  Day 2 will be a formal practical assessment.

· All candidates must attend both days of the course. We will not accept candidates attending one day of training and then at a later date attending assessment.

· Revalidation is required every three years and will follow the same format.

· All candidates must have a current first aid certificate – minimum 1 day assessed course.  This must be produced at assessment (photocopy acceptable).

· Both the +/- 600m validations are recognised for summer conditions only, usually between the months of April to October inclusive, unless with express prior consent from the Operating Authority.
Please note that validation/revalidation is only required for staff undertaking a leadership/supervisory role and/or those acting as an accredited/qualified adult.  Currently, there is no requirement for support staff to enter the scheme.  Award unit leaders must ensure that any candidates are suitably experienced before attending the relevant validation course.

Assessors - Please be aware that candidates should not be strictly assessed against national governing body award criteria e.g. WGL, ML.  A basic understanding and application of the criteria highlighted by this document is sufficient.

Reminder: 1) Award Leaders should ensure that groups are using corridor routes through mountainous terrain, not going over the summits of mountains; 2) The validation process is only recognised for staff working with Award groups, 3) It is the leader’s responsibility to ensure that their first-aid certificate is current for the duration of validation. 

If you have any queries regarding the scheme please contact Simon Patton at Marle Hall Outdoor Education Centre:

Telephone: - 01492 581218 | Email: - simon@marlehall.co.uk 
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Below 600 metre Scheme
For those wishing to supervise expeditions in the role of ‘accredited adult’ at Bronze and Silver level in non-wild-country.  Any expeditions using terrain above this altitude must have a suitably qualified leader, minimum above 600m validation. 

Please note that some or all of the following criteria may be individually assessed during the validation programme.  All candidates must demonstrate competence in:

Use of maps
· Setting/orientating a map

· Understanding scale - 1:25000, 1:50000 etc

· Identifying symbols

· Understanding contours and altitude

· Understanding grid references

· Calculating distances 

· Identifying landforms – summits, cols, ridges, valleys, rock faces, steep ground, water features etc

· Hazard recognition

Navigation

· Planning a journey

· Walking speeds and practical application of timing, i.e. 3 kph = 100m every 2 min, 

4 kph = 100m every 1 min 30 sec

· Pacing and distance travelled

· Using linear features

· Collecting features

· Relocating

· Navigating in poor visibility

· Anticipating and avoiding hazards

· Taking a bearing with a compass

· Walking on a bearing using a compass

· Understanding and recognising common navigational errors

Emergency Procedures

· Dealing with missing persons/teams

· Dealing with accidents

· Incident management

· First Aid – all candidates must have a valid qualification (see page 1)

· Contingency plans and escape routes

· Intervention – extreme weather etc

Group Management/Leadership

· Remote supervision/shadowing

· Support for teams

Above 600 metre Scheme

This scheme is for those people who wish to supervise teams undertaking the Award in ‘wild country’ e.g. D of E Gold Award, acting in the role of ‘accredited adult’.  

Please note that some or all of the following criteria may be individually assessed during the validation programme.  All candidates must demonstrate competence in:

Use of maps

· Setting/orientating a map

· Understanding scale - 1:25000, 1:50000 etc

· Identifying symbols

· Understanding contours and altitude

· Understanding grid references

· Calculating distances 

· Identifying landforms – summits, cols, ridges, valleys, spurs, knolls, re-entrants, rock faces, steep ground, water features etc

· Hazard recognition

Navigation

· Planning a journey

· Walking speeds and practical application of timing, i.e. 3 kph = 100m every 2 min, 

4 kph = 100m every 1 min 30 sec

· Pacing and distance travelled

· Using linear features

· Collecting features

· Relocating

· Navigating in poor visibility

· Anticipating and avoiding hazards

· Taking a bearing with a compass

· Walking on a bearing using a compass

· Micro navigation – identifying and locating spurs, knolls, re-entrants and subtle contour features

· Attack points, aiming off and back bearings

· Aspect of slope

· Understanding and recognising common navigational errors

Emergency Procedures

· Dealing with missing persons/teams

· Dealing with accidents

· Incident management

· First Aid – all candidates must have a valid qualification (see page 1)

· Contingency plans and escape routes

· Intervention – extreme weather etc

Group Management/Leadership

· Remote supervision/shadowing

· Support for teams

Useful Literature

· Handbook of Mountaincraft and Leadership - Eric Langmuir

· Hill Walking: The Official Handbook of the Mountain Leader and Walking Group Leader Schemes - Steve Long
Marle Hall OEC
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